Join us, please, in our efforts to save St John's and St Paul's Chapel in Štolnava, the Czech Republic
In the Jeseníky Mountains, on one of the lateral ridges stretching from the village of Kopřivná to the villages of Rejchartice, Velké Losiny and Žárová was situated the village of Štolnava (Stollenhau in German), now extinct.  


The picturesque place offers breathtaking views of the surrounding countryside. In the west the place is overlooked by such peaks as Sviní hora, Souš, Sušina and Kralický Sněžník, in the east you can admire the summits of Jelení hřbet, Velký Máj, Kamzičník and Vysoká hole.


It may have been this attraction that made the first settlers to build their mining settlement in this place in 1570. That was the reason why it was named Stollenhau (Stollen=mine, hau=field on a mountain slope). As early as 1577 the site was entered in the land register kept in the village of Velké Losiny (230 ha in area, 21 inhabitants). The number of inhabitants increased gradually and in 1677 there were as many as 120. The settlement was independent till 1850; then it became part of the village of Žárová (Spornnau in German). Štolnava's parish was administered by priests from the village of Kopřivná (Goppersdorf in German).


In 1610 and 1611 Jan of Žerotín had a wooden chapel built in Štolnava. The Štolnava's inhabitants extended the chapel and built the Chapel of St John and St Paul in the second half of the 19th century; as many as 180 people could worship at the chapel. In 1886 a school was built.


At the beginning of the 20th century the number of inhabitants increased to 186, mostly Czech Germans professing Catholic faith. However, this period of prosperity did not last long.


After World War II, the original inhabitants were forcibly transferred. Unoccupied, the houses fell into disrepair, and in 1965 the tank division from Šumperk was given the command to pull down the dilapidated houses and the chapel.

The entire village was destroyed, only 2 houses, the cemetery and the wayside shrine have remained. Heaps of stones are all that remind us of the original houses, and grown trees planted in their gardens by the original inhabitants.

          Some 45 years passed till 2010 when a statue of Jesus Chris was found in the nearby village of Rejchartice; it was originally part of Štolnava's cemetery. Thanks to divine providence the man who found the Christ's body ran across another man who would like to erect a cross of reconciliation in the place of the original chapel as a prayer, seeking forgiveness and reconciliation with the original inhabitants transferred after World War II.
Then events moved quite rapidly. These 2 men were joined by other enthusiasts and it occurred to them that the foundations of the original chapel could be exposed.

In the spring of 2011 the original site of the chapel was set out and holes were excavated; these proved that they managed to expose the chapel foundations. The first surge of enthusiasm was followed by disappointment because the foundations were not complete. Only strips of foundations by the chapel entrance and close to the presbytery were exposed. The strip adjoining the local road was missing completely.

Nevertheless, a decision was made that the foundations should be renewed up to some 0.5 m above ground level. Inside the chapel a stone altar should be built and the cross of reconciliation erected and benches installed so that this place could not only remind future generations of the past but also become a symbol of a new life that might be started in this place.

Since 2011 people, including scouts, have gathered here several times to work on the site. The original foundations were cleaned, topsoil removed, and stones were brought for the renewal of the original foundations. In addition to a group of volunteers the project has been joined by civic association “Obnova kulturního dědictví údolí Desné, o.s.” that is instrumental in providing technical support and assistance. The entire project is under the auspices of the Roman Catholic Church represented by Milan Palkovič, the parish priest from Velké Losiny. All work being done on the renewal of the chapel has gained the approval of the owner of the land, the municipality of Velké Losiny.

In order that the entire project may become a success, it is necessary to raise a certain amount of financial means – some CZK 110 thousand; we applied for a grant provided by Nadace OF (OF Foundation). However we failed to win the grant. Subsequently we applied for another grant with Nadace VIA (VIA Foundation). However, it is still not known whether the grant will be allocated. One of the remaining possibilities is to fund the entire project through private means.

Should you be impressed by our project and should you like to join us in our efforts, you can make a donation – account number 198525477/0300. Your prayers as well as your advice and direct help are very welcome. Thank you for your help in advance.

For more information visit www.vresovka.cz . 
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